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making mischief in this house, and have kept a close watch on her movements. The very day of Pulin Babu's departure I overheard her whispering all manner of false insinuations against my young mistress. Then came the quarrel between husband and wife, which ended in Pulin Babu's leaving your house. After he had gone I ventured to remonstrate with Hiramani for poisoning jamai (son-in-law) Babu's mind against his wife; whereon she overwhelmed me with abuse and actually threatened to get me dismissed! I want to know whether this woman is mistress of the family ? Am I to have no redress ? "
" Leave all this to me, Earn Harak, and go to your work. I'll speak to Hiramani myself."
" Babuji, you are treating the matter far too lightly. I would never have complained on my own account, but I cannot bear to see her plotting against your daughter's happiness, which she has, perhaps, de- ' stroyed for ever! "
Debendra Babu went into his inner apartments and, seeing Hiramani engaged in close conversation with his daughter, he asked her why she had used bad language to Earn Harak. The old woman beckoned him to come outside; and after making sure that no one was listening, she poured into his ears a long tale of Earn Harak's misdoings. He was robbing his master, she declared, taking dastwi (com-